then have signed the original deed to your
father's trustees ?

JIM : I scarcely know------

REGISTRAR : Exactly. You see. that takes us no

further.

CLINCHPOLE :   It's   the   first   time   I've   ever

heard------

REGISTRAR : I don't suggest for a moment-----

CLINCHPOLE : Then let me put It this way : I

know my aunt Is dead------

REGISTRAR : But how do you know your aunt
Is dead ? You have to show proof*
CLINCHPOLE :  1 beg your Honour's pardon:
my  aunt  committed  a  voluntary act In law
which does not Invoke my right to show proof.
REGISTRAR : How so ?

CLINCHPOLE : If my aunt stands on her head I
am not under obligation to show proof that
I know my aunt is standing on her head !

[The matter has now become one of great gravity.
REGISTRAR : Not if you know your aunt had
stood on her head. But I have already put this
point ; you did not know. I say to you, supposing
you had known your aunt had stood on her head,
would you then have signed the deed ? What is
your answer ? " You scarcely know.33 How do
you get over that ?

CLINCHPOLE : I submit that if I scarcely know
whether I would have signed the deed to my
father's trustees if I had been then fully aware
that my aunt was standing on her head, -1
would thereupon automatically establish an ipso
facto condition which is nothing more or less
than Atkinson 1878.
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